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Building Name and Address: 910 March Road, Kanata 

Construction Date:  1885-1890  

Original Owner:  John & Hannah Scissons 

 

CRITERIA FOR DETERMINING CULTURAL HERITAGE VALUE/ INTEREST 

 Yes No 

Design Value   

Historical Value   

Contextual Value   

 A property may be designated under Section 29 of the 

Ontario Heritage Act if it meets one of more of the 

above criteria. Ontario Regulation 09/06 



 

 

 

Design or Physical Value 

Architecture  

Is the property a rare, unique, representative, or early example of a style, type, 

expression, material or construction method? YES  NO  

The Scissons House, 910 March Road, is a one-and-a-half storey stone structure 

located north of the former hamlet of March Corners at the intersection of March 

and Klondike Roads.  

The Scissons House is a good example of a vernacular farmhouse influenced by 

the Gothic Revival style, which was very popular for rural domestic architecture 

from the 1860s until the early 20th century. These houses were often built 

according to plans published in journals such as “The Canadian Farmer.”  

The Scissons House is constructed of rough-cut irregularly-shaped local stone, 

laid in courses, with corner and window quoins of slightly larger stones. It 

features a complex steeply pitched cross-gable roof with projecting eaves with 

plain soffits and fascia. There are decorative wooden finials and pendants 

featured in most of the gable ends. The front façade is distinguished by a bay 

window with a stone base and a lighter coloured stone sill. Adjacent to it, there is 

an enclosed porch that replaced the original porch, which featured an open 

verandah with decorative trim, as was typical of houses of this era. The house 

features simple two-over-two rectangular wooden sash windows. The window 

openings feature stone voussoirs and lighter coloured, rough cut stone sills.  

 

Historic photo showing open verandah 

prior to construction of enclosed porch. 

Source: Bruce Elliott 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Craftsmanship/Artistic Merit 

Does the property display a high degree of  

craftsmanship or artistic merit? YES  NO  

The Scissons House is a typical vernacular interpretation of a late 19th century 

Gothic Revival stone farmhouse. 

Technical/Scientific Merit 

Does the property demonstrate a high degree of  

technical or scientific achievement? YES  NO  

N/A 

Historical and Associative Value 

Date of Construction: Between 1885 - 1890   

 

Historical Associations 

Does the property have direct associations with a theme, event, belief, person, 

activity organization or institution that is significant to a community?  

YES  NO  

 

The Scissons House is associated with the Scissons family, a pioneer family in 

March Township. The house has been owned by the Scissons and their 

descendants since its construction between 1885 and 1890.  

Samuel Scissons emigrated from England to Canada in 1843 and soon settled in 

March Township. He married Honorah Woods in 1844 and purchased 100 acres 

of land from the government. They had two daughters Mary Ann and Maria and 

five sons William, John, Samuel, Henry, and Thomas. Soon after his arrival in 

Canada Samuel began working for local merchant and postmaster John 

Jeremiah Goodman. Goodman died in 1854 and willed most of his estate 

including Concession 4, Lot 11(the subject property) to Samuel Scissons. 



 

 

 

  

Figure: Extract from Belden’s 1879 Atlas of Carleton County showing Samuel Scissons land 

holdings on Concessions 3, 4 and 5 

Source: Belden Illustrated Atlas of Carleton County, 1879 

Samuel Scissons purchased large amounts of farmland in South March in the 

second half of the 19th century and by 1878 owned about 698 acres. Belden’s 

Atlas of 1879 shows that he owned land on Concession 3, Lot 11, Concession IV 

Lot 11(where the house is located today), Concession 5, Lots 11 and 15. 

Scissons was a prominent farmer in March Township, also serving as the 

postmaster for South March between 1857 and 1873 as well as township reeve, 

pound keeper and path master. He gave land to March Township for the 

construction of the town hall in 1875.  Over the course of his lifetime, Scissons 

acquired over 1400 acres of land and used most of it to set up farms for his 

parents, siblings and children. 

One such land transfer occurred in March 1885 when Samuel Scissons deeded 

the NW Part of Lot 11 to his son John Scissons. In the 1891 Census of Canada, 

there is a 1 ½ storey stone house with eight rooms on the property, owned by 

John Scissons and his family. This is the house that remains on the property 

today.  



 

 

 

 

Figure: Extract from the 1891 Census of Canada showing John Scissons and Family. The text 

under the red circle indicates that there was one “inhabited dwelling” on the site in 1891 and it 

says “S 1 ½ / 8” meaning that it was a 1 ½ storey stone building with right rooms.  

Source: 1891 Census of Canada, Library and Archives Canada 

John Scissons gave the house to his son Joseph Scissons in 1915 when he 

retired from farming and moved to the city. John lived at 507 Cooper Street until 

his death in the 1930s. Joseph Scissons lived at the March Road house until his 

death in 1970 when his daughter Edna (Scissons) and her husband Leo Maxwell 

inherited the property. The house remains in the Maxwell family today.   

The house is also associated with the broader theme of the settlement of March 

Township in the 19th century by agricultural migrants seeking economic 

prosperity in Canada. While the Scissons family were English, unlike the majority 

of early March Township settlers who were Irish, they came from similar 

circumstances in that they were farm labourers in England. Samuel Scissons 

came to Canada on his own at the age of 21; once he settled and secured a job 

the rest of his family migrated and settled in March Township around the end of 

the 1840s.   



 

 

 

Community History 

Does the property yield, or have the potential to yield, information that contributes 

to an understanding of a community or culture? YES  NO  

The Scissons House was constructed on the March Road as the farmhouse for a 

large farm located just north of the former post office village of March Corners, 

within March Township. The 

township was first surveyed in 

1820 and March Road was one 

of the earliest roads to be laid 

out, running north-south 

between the third and fourth 

concessions, connecting South 

March to Torbolton. In the 

decades after the Great Fire of 

1870 which destroyed much of 

Goulbourn, Huntley and March 

Townships, several new stone 

buildings were constructed in 

the area around the 

intersection of March and 

Klondike Roads (March 

Corners) including a church, a 

school, more than one store, 

the town hall, and the Orange 

Hall. Of these, the school, town 

hall and McMurtry General 

Store (former March House 

restaurant) still exist. As a 

remnant of this landscape, the 

Scissons House yields 

information regarding the post-fire reconstruction and the agricultural history of 

the township and its early settlers.   

Representative Work 

Does the property demonstrate or reflect the work or ideas of an architect, artist, 

building, designer or theorist who is significant 

to a community?  YES  NO  

Map of Carleton County, the arrows indicates March 

Township 

Source: Belden’s Atlas, 1879 



 

 

 

As is often the case with 19th century vernacular structures, the builder of the 

Scissons House is unknown. It is probable that the building was constructed by a 

local builder.  



 

 

 

Contextual Value 

 

Figure: Bird’s Eye View, 910 March Road 

Source: Google Maps 

Community Character 

Is the property important in defining, maintaining, or supporting the character of 

the area?  YES  NO  

The Scissons House is located in Kanata, in former March Township. Once a 

agricultural community, the immediate vicinity experienced rapid development in  

late 20th and early 21st century. As a result the community character has changed 

dramatically and the Scissons House serves as a reminder of the former 

character of this section of March Township.  

Context 

Is the property physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its 

surroundings?  YES  NO  



 

 

 

The Scissons House has contextual value because it is physically and historically 

linked to its surroundings. The house is one of a small group of stone buildings in 

South March including the former S.S. No. 2 immediately across the street, the 

McMurtry General Store and Post Office and the Old Town Hall to the south, the 

Orange Hall on Flamborough Way and Bidgood House on Old Carp Road.  As 

one of the few remaining 19th century buildings along March Road, the Scissons 

House serves as an important reminder of the historic agricultural character of 

South March. 

 
Aerial photo showing remant 19th century buidlings in former South March. The Scissons House 

is the further north, indicated with a dashed circle. 

Source: GeoOttawa 

Landmark 

Is the property a landmark?  YES  NO  

The Scissons House is notable as a stone building on March Road but is not a 

local landmark.  
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