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Let’s get our bearings 

Hazeldean Rd to the North, Westridge, TCT, Abbott Street towards Stittsville Main Street, Fernbank Road to the South
Showing a portion of the Goulbourn Wetland Complex to the West of Westridge/Abbott and adjacent to TCT that people are perhaps most familiar with (it is also part of the Upper Poole Creek Subwatershed) 
Deep Purple: Public Lands owned by City including: 
Coyote Park and Wetland Feature as part of Deer Run (Westwood Phase II) – Major loss of Wetland feature that went up to and beyond Snowberry – arising from OMB Decision This wetland was once complexed with Goulbourn Wetland Complex and deemed provincially significant
Westridge - Land Swap with the City of Ottawa – wetland was found to be more extensive than thought
Subdivision south of Fernbank Road – the City acquired the Urban Natural Feature for $1,182,825 plus GST (it would have been once linked to the wetland in Deer Run (Westwood Phase II) and therefore would have also been part of Goulbourn Wetland Complex if not for the OMB decision).
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Source: Ontario Nature
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Threats to Wetlands (Global, National, Provincial or Local)

Threats to Wetlands remain the same decades later, but with the additional threat of climate change as well as the emergence of more recent threats…
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Quiet abandonment of the now archived “A Wetland Conservation Strategy for Ontario 2017–2030”
Recent changes in the Ontario Wetland Evaluation System by Ontario triggered by the Bill 23 More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022

Encourage you to check out the website of Conservation Ontario for detailed insights into the impact of Bill 23 More Homes Built Faster Act, 2022 and subsequent changes to Ontario Wetland Evaluation System

Overall, though the protection of wetlands has been diminished.

For all these reasons, the protection of wetlands remains critical in Ontario. 
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First City – Wide View – High Level

The city projects population growth of roughly 400,000 by 2046, an increase that would require nearly 200,000 more housing units in Ottawa
As part of OP review and developing a Growth Management Strategy – a “Balanced Approach” was advanced meaning 
Intensification within the Urban Boundary (show boundary) plus
Review of additions to the Urban Boundary 
Staff Recommendations to City Council: 
Yellow – Category 1 (Recommended)
Green – Category 2 (Not Recommended) and 
Orange – Category 3 (New Community Options)
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Official Plan

Urban Boundary
Expansion Study

Land Evaluation
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to Stittsville

Yellow: Category 1
Green: Category 2
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Drill down for Stittsville - Staff Recommendations to City Council

Orient people by pointing out Hazeldean Road, TCT, Fernbank Road, Flewellyn Road in this slide and those that follow)

Category 1 – Yellow 
Recommended Additions to the Urban Boundary
Parcel 1 west of Timbermere subdivision
Parcel 2 south of Parade Drive, east of Poplarwood, and north of Flewellyn Road

Category 2 – Green
Assessed and Not Recommended
Do not meet the minimum thresholds scores for servicing and some do not meet the transit threshold score, with one exception (see below Shea Road and Flewellyn Road). 
The parcels west of the Stittsville urban area were further accessed beyond the scoring criteria and have been excluded due to complexities related to: 
servicing and connectivity caused by the provincially significant wetland complex located on or adjacent to the parcels
protected habitat of provincially and federally threatened species 
A parcel located northwest of Shea Road and Flewellyn Road (S-11 - 977) while meeting the minimum scoring thresholds was also excluded due to an active court case related to an alleged site alteration by-law violation.
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Ottawa City Council
Expansion Land Approvals in

broximity to Stittsville
November 2021
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Stittsville Focus – Now what did Council Approved?

Category 1 – Yellow 
City Council Approved (November 2021):
Staff Recommended Additions to the Urban Boundary (Pink hatched – Neighbourhoods) 
Blue – A.G. Reed Industrial Area which was also recommended and approved to be added to the urban area in the Traditional Industrial Freight and Storage designation (although not shown in the previous slide but advanced as part of staff evaluations).
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City of Ottawa Official Plan
Expansion Lands approved in proximity
to Stittsville by the

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing
November 2022
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MMAH Approval of City of Ottawa’s OP in November 2022 

With a number of amendments, including the decision to include two areas within the urban area of Stittsville that had been rejected by Ottawa City Council specifically:
Parcel north of Flewellyn
And the second parcel – north of Fernbank and south of TransCanada Trail in proximity to Goulbourn Wetland Complex 
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Stittsville West Urban Expansion Areas

Aggregate Site Authorized
l:] Goulbourn Wetland Complex
Urban Boundary (Official Plan)
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Goulbourn Wetland Complex – Aerial View in its entirety

Updated wetland boundaries through a study commissioned in 2016 
Hazeldean Rd to the North, Westridge, TCT, Abbott Street towards Stittsville Main Street, Fernbank Road to the South
However, these updated wetland boundaries didn’t get represented in the City’s Official Plan schedules until the recent approval of the new OP.
Overlaid with new additions to Stittsville’s Urban Boundary – Approved by MMAH
Red lines are boundary of Goulbourn Wetland Complex

Important Context for discussion tonight: We are focusing our efforts on that portion of the Goulbourn Wetland Complex within proximity to the western urban boundary of Stittsville.
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Lessons Learned (after over 30 years)
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Henry David Thoreau, was a naturalist, philosopher, and author of such classics as “Walden” and “Civil Disobedience.” 
These words are as relevant today as they were 160 years ago – and I would say – even more so! 
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